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The Red Hand in the MacDonaldsms

There are settings of this tune in the following published sources:

i Angus MacKay, Collection of Ancient Piobaireachgp.5638;
i C. S. ThomasonCeol Mor,pp.1934;
i David Glen, Collection of Ancient Piobaireachgp.209211.

There appears to be no survivipigetwentieth centurynanuscripsetting

Angus MacKay sets the tune as follows:
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LAMH DHEARG CHLANN DOMHNUILL.
The Red ITand in the Mac Donald's Arms.
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Variation 5.
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Variation 8.
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Doubling of Variation 6,

Crun lvath.
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D.C. Thema al Fine

Angus MacKay's scord thesoleearlier source for the tungresents us with number of
problems.There seems to kesiguificant mismatch between the structure of the ground and
variations one and two, which are framed as three lines of six bars each, and the later movements
following variation three, also three lines, but of a more orthodox (and musically more pleasing)
six, six, four constructionlt is not unusual ipiobaireachdor the meter to be contracted as a
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means of giving a greater emotional charge to later variations as we see in several cases in the
Set Tunes serieBut here we appear to be lookingsauctural dislocation rather than natural
developmentMacKays Ancient Piobaireach@1838) is an edition notorious for its

typographical inaccuracies, angéems likelythat the final proofing was not done by MacKay
himself.It looks as ifwhoever sawhe volume through the prekad to juggle with the barring to

get even a semblance of regularitythe groundandthe second variation seemsdaft so
awkwardlybetween 3/4 and 4/4 that it is difficult to see how it could be plalyeeltune was
published in volume ten of tHéiobaireachd Society Collection (Second Seyigsksingle

modern appearance in prifithere, the editors James Campbell and Archibald Kenngéth

suggest that the tune be reducedrit@eerall six, six, foupattern by dropping twbars from the

third line in the ground and in variations one and, g although they adjust MacKay

barring,they leave the ground in 4/4, and it is difficult to see how a plausible rhythmical pattern
could bededucedrom thisscore The MP3 fileaccanpanyingthe present text suggests a

possible, more highly cadenced, route through the ground and first variation that might address
some at least of these problems.

C.S. Thomasonrsets the tune as follows:

THE RED HAND IN TME MACDONALDS' ARMS.
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Thomasonproposes one minor emendatiogplacing MacKa'g final E in the first bar of line

two of the third variation with a more plausifdeunding F on analogy with a similar movement

in bar thirteen of the ground, and he repeats the first line of each part throughout, but otherwise

his settng is substantially that of MacKay

David Glen sets the tune as follows:
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