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Lament for the Departure of King James 

There are settings of this tune in the following manuscript sources: 

ï Colin Mór Campbell 's "Nether Lorn Canntaireachd," ii, 102-3; 

ï Angus MacKay's MS, ii, 83-4; 

ï Colin Cameron's MS, ff.109-10; 

ï Uilleam Ross's MS, ff.262-3; 

ï John MacDougall Gillies's MS, ff.26-7; 

ï David Glen's MS, ff.171-2; 

ï Lt. Iain  McLennan's MS (NLS, Acc.11516/8), f.15;  

 

and in the following published sources: 

ï Donald MacDonald, Collection of Ancient Martial Music, pp.89-91; (with the title "Suihel 

Shemes Lament for King James' Departure in 1688"); 

ï Donald MacPhee, Collection of Piobaireachd, ii, 4; 

ï C. S. Thomason, Ceol Mor, p.18.  

 

Colin Campbell sets the tune as follows: 
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There are two closely related settings adjacent to one another in Colin Campbell's "Nether Lorn 

Canntaireachd," both nameless.  These settings have many interesting features, includingðin the 

second ï an attractive dip down to D and B where other scores feature a similar descending 

contour but at a higher pitch. 
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No.44 proceeds roughly as follows: 

 

I have set the ffirst Motion above with a dotted quaver as the initial note to vary the beaten track 

a bit, but this could easily be "cut" the other way to produce the more usual semi-quaver/dotted 

quaver pattern.  

No.45, clearly a variant, begins like this:  
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The tune continues into a first variation singling and doubling very much along the lines of the 

first version above, but there the it ends. 

 

Donald MacDonald sets the tune like this:  
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